CHAPTER XII

VAZHAKUNNAM, AS A NATIONAL INTEGRATOR

While writing on the contribution of saint singers,
Dr.V.Raghavan, rightly points out how the integration fostered by
them becomes all round, "First of all, by bringing ancient wisdom
to the common folk and propagating widely among them the teach-
ings, they harmonised the earlier learned tradition with what they
preached: the tradition enshrined in the Sanskrit sacred books -
the Vedas, the Upanishads, the Gita, the itihasapuranas and the
sastras - with their own outpourings in the local spoken lan-
guages."1  These words seem to be much suitable for
Vazhakunnam. He has been sincerely and consciously trying to
bring out the ancient wisdom to the common folk, by all means
he could as an exponent and commentator of Bhagavata, poet,
dramatist etc. He has been travelling through out the length and
breadth of the nation to realise this goal of propagation of ancient
wisdom. He selected as the medium his mother tongue Malayalam.
In addition, his determination to store the ancient wisdom for the
future generations materialised as his contribution to Malayalam
and Sanskrit literature.

1. Dr. V. Raghavan, the Great Integrators : The Saint Singers of
India, Publication division. Government of India, New Delhi,
1979, p.30.
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